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Server group (Server Group) 

Server group was founded in 1987 by Thierry Ehrmann.

Holding company with French SAS (simplified share company) status, capitalised at EUR 93,000,000 registered at Lyon companies registry, under number 408369270.

Headquartered: Domaine de la Source 69270, Saint-Romain au Mont d’Or, Lyon, France.

Ownership: the founder owns 95% of the group. 

Other shareholders: the Ehrmann family and Paul Billon (Vendôme de Gestion et de Participation). The Server group has over 300 professional employees in France and abroad in a perimeter of EUR 70 million.

The Server group has been a major collator and distributor of judicial, legal and economic databases for nearly 15 years. One of its key lines of development has to open-up hitherto opaque markets using its in-depth knowledge of law and electronic media. Its philosophy is to promote information transparency and access for all through the new information technologies.

Server group is both a company and a publishing imprint for databases and paper publications. It currently controls 13 companies and a dozen minority stakes. 

Serveur group is, among other things, one of France’s longest-standing ISPs (first connected to Internet in december 1989), via a number of subsidiaries. This has given it a deep involvement in the web with an internet culture stretching back over eleven years.
Other companies created by Server group include: 

· Le Serveur Judiciaire S.A. (a federation of 515 journals advertising legal and judicial vacancies) merged since 1995 with Jet Multimédia group (listed as RGA 5345 on the Paris Second Marché).

· Le Serveur Administratif S.A., Juris Serveur, Juris on line. These are all major companies in the field of legal databases and hard-copy law-reference works. Areas covered include company and contract law, jurisprudence commentaries and legal and public administration codes. 

· Le Serveur Internet SA and subsidiary DTR (medical databases): a French IPO and IT services company. Serveur Internet SA is France’s second largest internet address registry (sourced from Network Solutions/USA) and manages 3,500 industrial clients.

Through Cybermark, Serveur Internet is the French leader in research and monitoring of brands, models and patents on the internet.

· Accès Internet SARL : public internet access.

· Internet gratuit (SAS) is a portal grouping all free internet service providers. For the record, Serveur group was the first company to offer free internet access in France, on 19 February 1999.

· Chemical Server, global intranet-based database of the main producers and dealers in the chemicals industry.

· Regional Press Agency SA: international press agency offering primary information on finance, the economy, companies, jurisprudence and law for the European regions (75% subsidiary of Serveur group). 

· Le Serveur Telecom SARL : global telecoms solutions for companies.

These companies and their subsidiaries offer between 30 and 50 databases. The group has full control over its high-quality data resources through the whole chain of services and industrial processes from collation to end-user, maintaining trademark property rights over its data at every stage of the process (collection, input, warehousing and enrichment). Dissemination technology includes X25 networks, France’s kiosque micro IP, ATM and Internet, Intranet or Extranet. 

Server Group’s listed companies include notably:

Artprice.com (Sicovam code: 7478)
Artprice.com, the first dot corp® to list on the Euronext Paris Nouveau Marché, is majority owned by Server group (60%). The Bernard Arnault group also has a significant strategic stake (17%) through Agafin and is working to develop industrial synergies with Artprice.com. A shareholders’ pact registered with the CMF (Financial markets regulator) ties Server group to Agafin (part owned by the Bernard Arnault group and Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux). Europ@web holdings in artprice.com (1 050 000 shares held since the IPO) are brought to Agafin SA, whose chairman is Mr Denis Dalibot and board members are : 
· Financière Agache, represented by Mr Pierre Godé, 
· Montaigne Participation et Gestion, represented by Mr Bernard Kuhn, 
· Groupe Arnault SA, represented by Mr. Nicolas Bazire. 
Artprice.com is the world’s largest database of art price indices. It has on file the results of more than 2.5 million sales covering 230,000 artists from the fourth century to the modern day, drawn from 2,900 auction houses 

In 2001 artprice.com will offer the world’s largest biographical database housing the biographies of more than a million artists. 

Artprice.com has bought the main international price-reference works used on the art market, as well as the Swiss company Xylogic(1985)—an IT services specialist in the generation of econometric indices on the art market. It has also recently made a series of strategic acquisitions:

· Sound View Press (USA): a grouping of 15 respected reference works on American art, founded in 1975. Publications include Peter Hastings Falk’s classic “Who was Who in American Art”.

· Caplan Monograms and Signatures (USA), world standard reference work, 1976.

· A unique archive of reference works covering the art of the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, including H. Mireur’s seven-volume “Dictionary of Art Sales”. 

· Editions Van Wilder (French publishing house): 12 works of reference on the art market, compiled in 1970.

· Argus du Livre de Collection (France), standard global reference work first published in 1982.

· The Bayer (USA) data base covering art in the English-speaking world from 1700-1913.

The company expects to make a further ten major acquisitions of European works on art history and data (French, English and German).

Artprice.com is now organized in 9 departments:

1/ Department of Art auction data banks. 

Collecting current Fine Art auction catalogues from 2,900 auction houses worldwide, the editorial department processes, enriches and delivers daily updated auction records of fine art. 

More than 450,000 artworks from worldwide auctions are recorded each year (including bought-in lots).

The reference library now includes 270,000 old catalogues of auctions held from 1700 onwards. 

2/ Historical data banks department covers 17th C./18th C./19th C. 

Documenting the details and results of art auctions worldwide, from the 17th Century until the mid 20th Century (includes The Mireur dictionary of art and a unique library of old auction catalogues).

3/  Department of Artists' biographies. 

A comprehensive biographical data bank of artists, ranging from Old Masters to modern and contemporary artists (150,000 artists and 900,000 by the end of 2002), storing detailed biographical information in 120-field records on each artist. 

Data bank of 30,000 signatures, monograms and symbols.

4/ Department of art econometrics: 

The art market indices are econometric tools providing practical information to the primary news agencies, the economic press, the banking/insurance sectors, and art investors.

Every day, Artprice art market agency ArtMarketInsight makes the latest art market trends available world-wide to the major financial agencies, economic and art press publications. Also appointed as a source of information for prestigious national and international institutions, including the French Senate finance committee (for the committee’s Gaillard Report). 

5/ R&D department.

Development of dedicated softwares for the auction players. The focus is upon migration towards ASP/world intranet in order to provide high standards which will contribute to an improved information on the art market.

6/ The Wineprice department 

A unique databank of 450 000 detailed auction records of fine wines and spirits spanning 20,000  wines and 5,000 wine producers.

7/ Publishing department of books on the art market. 

Books covering legal and regulatory issues, economy and sociology of the art market.

For example « le Code des ventes volontaires et judiciaires » is a reference book on the French reform of public auctions.

8/ Department of rare books auctions databank. 

Since the acquisition of « l'Argus du Livre de Collection », this department records rare books auctions held worldwide.

9/Judicial Server, 

The French leader in databanks of judicial sales publishes and updates everyday the information on all lots to be auctioned by way of judicial sales held by auctioneers, notaries, court officers...
Tracing >Server< (Sicovam 7285)

On 15 May 2000, Server Group passed on its subsidiary Serveur Internet SA to Elia, (listed on the Marché Libre. Sicovam code 7285) in exchange for a stake which made it leading shareholder of Elia, renamed Tracing>Server< at its July 2000 AGM. 
Le Serveur Internet SA is one of France’s leading professional ISPs, with 3,500 industrial customers, France’s second-ranking dot.com domain name registry. It is 70%-owned by Server group.

Server group also owns 20% of Tracing >Server<, and is looking to raise this to above 30%. The alliance brings together the deep internet culture and presence along the whole chain of industrial services and processes (web-hosting and web agency services) of one of France’s longest-established service providers and Elia’s expertise, built up over 10 years in international e-logistics. For the record, Thierry Ehrmann counts as one of the pioneers of e-freight exchanges in 1985 due to his work in deregulating the transport industry.

A shareholders’ pact registered with the CMF (Financial markets regulator) links Server group to Tracing >Server< 
Tracing >Server< industrial ambition is to develop product tracability: defined as seamless linking of information flows to actual product flows in the market.

· this industrial development operates as an ASP collecting and compiling tracability information from end-to-end and, at each stage of the process, enriching and collating the information in a universal data base accessible to all. 

· This development reflects strong pressure from European consumers who demand products be fully tracable whether in transit, in consumption or in use. 

Tracing>Server< operates in the context of globalising transfers where the cost of formatted information is higher than the cost of transporting the product. "the label costs more than the product". Globalisation forces economic actors to justify their production from an ethical point of view.

Tracing >Server< group backed by its leading shareholder, Server group, has been listed on the Euronext Paris Nouveau Marché since December 2000.

Server group is generating substantial industrial synergies between its subsidiaries and Tracing >Server< with strategic acquisitions planned for 2001.

Companies owned by Tracing >Server<
President: Gilles Perrot

Executives: Claude Janin, Eric Barbier, Thierry Ehrmann, Paul Billon.

Subsidiaries 100% owned in 31.12.2000:

ELIT SAS; TEAM SAS; BEI SA; S-type US company CMS (USA); Inter Activ Entreprises SAS; Inter Activ Services SAS; BMI Sarl; Caplan Sarl; Le Serveur Internet SAS; Sharpness Multimédia Sarl; Net System Sarl.

50%-owned: Team On Line.

Server group’s strategic investment 

Groupe Vendôme de Gestion et de Participation (VGP)

Server group and Groupe VGP are developing numerous industrial synergies through a shareholders’ pact.

Server group owns 7% of Groupe Vendôme de Gestion et de Participation (VGP), SAS capitalised at FRF133,827,000, Sales 2000: FRF200 m (Sales FRF184 m direct sales and FRF16m Eukaria) , 260 employees (60 executives and 200 other employees).

The founder, Paul Billon, also founded Groupe Vendôme Rome (1,500 employees, Sales 1997 FRF1.3bn) but sold his stake in 1996. 

For the last 25 years the group has been pursuing its strategy to digitise the whole property management profession and the way property services and computer processing are organised. Now, thanks to the new information and communication technologies, notably the internet and ASP server model, Groupe VGP can offer a total solution to the digitisation of property professions. 

Groupe Vendôme de Gestion et de Participation is an international group comprising some thirty companies with interests centred on four broad areas of activity:

1/ Business centres: Multiburo

Multiburo rents out state-of-the-art office space over any period with á la carte access to office IT and technological services (staff and IT systems). Since 1975 the group has been a pioneer in this field and is now the French number one with 17 centres in the country’s main cities (Paris, Lyon, Lille, Nantes, Toulouse, Aix en Provence, etc). ASP mode access means all client data can be centrally and securely stored on a server which is accessed via the internet from each Multiburo centre. 

2/ Property management: Investissement Lyonnais
Investissement Lyonnais acts as condominium management agent, property manager, and handles rental, sales and purchase for both residential and business properties. Its innovative services and IT processes support 14 agencies handling around 50,000 property developments across the Paris region, the Alpes and Rhone valley South France and the Côte d’Azur. 

3/ VGP Santé and Eukaria
These companies set-up and run the first private international hospital in Vietnam. Eukaria has recruited hundreds of specialist French doctors to work splitting their time between France and a state-of-the-art hospital in Vietnam.

4/ Internet: VGP net

An R&D lab oriented towards the new information and communication technologies. VGP net is developing a range of services and industrial processes for property and health professionals, mainly on an ASP model across intranets running server-based applications and data bases. The arm is being developed in close collaboration with the various subsidiaries of Server group. 

Editing Server

Server group is the leading shareholder in photo-journalism group Editing with 25% of the capital and a shareholders’ pact (since January 2001). 

Server group’s experience should allow the Editing agency to collect, format, enrich and broadcast images across the new information and communication technologies, principally the internet. Server Group and Editing share a culture of intellectual property and editorial rigour, reflected in the recent name-change to Editing server (SAS, capitalised at FRF2,000,000) in a statement of its industrial philosophy. 

Editing is France's top photo-journalism agency set up outside Paris. Over more than 12 years of operation, the Lyon-based agency with a branch in Paris, has established itself as one of the big players in French and international markets.

Editing has deep know-how in photo production, distribution, sale and archiving. It operates through two companies: Editing general press agency and wholly-owned subsidiary Editing Corporate, a press agency for public relations.

Editing in figures: 

- An archive of 1 million records containing 20,000 high-definition digitised images. 

- More than 350 clients drawn from the fields of journalism, culture and public relations

- sales of FRF10 m and sales growth of 25% in 2000.

- 20 exclusive photographers covering all the main regions. 

- Photographic archives of over 80 photographers.

French and European franchises to represent 3 international agencies: Panos (UK), Map (south-east Asia) and IMA (South America).

Export operations in 10 countries (US, UK, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Poland, Greece, Scandinavia, Benelux, Japan, Korea) including 8 via local distributors.

Recognition as one of the leading lights of the industry thanks to its role as president of SAPHIR (the syndicate for information and picture press agencies). This includes 27 press agencies including AFP, Reuters, AP, Sipa, Magnum, Papho, Vu and Roger Viollet). 

Major clients include:

French press: L'Express, Le Figaro Magazine, Paris Match, Le Nouvel Observateur, l'Evénement, Télérama, Geo, VSD, Libération, Le Monde.

Foreign press: Business Week, New York Times Magazine, Stern, Der Spiegel, L'Hebdo et Du (CH), El, Mondo, El Pais, The Indépendant Magazine among others

Public relations: Carrefour, Auchan, Caisse des Dépôts et Consignation, Renault, Technicatome, LVL Médical, EM Lyon, SPIR, Adecco, Pechiney, BSN, Schneider, Thomson, Eurest, Sodexo, Pro BTP, Euro RSCG, Jump, Publicis, Altedia, Textuel.

Editing Server defines its editorial line as seeking a mix of perspectives on the world and its photographers’ subjective angle in reporting current news and social reality. 

Editing server plans to expand its production and broadcast resources, challenge the majors with its editorial line by guaranteeing all those who work with images—whether in journalism, publishing or public relations—an alternative perspective. The agency continuously tracks the photographs in its research and is vigilant in defending its intellectual property rights. 

CONCEPTION EDITORIALE

The Server Group is a major shareholder in Conception Editoriale with a 20% holding. Conception Editoriale was established in 1995 by Stéphane Demazure, who at that time was in charge of the production of special issues of the Nouvel Economiste. The basic idea was simple: to outsource the production of documentary surveys in the form of vertical data banks for the French economic and trade press.

The first issues included a classification of the 5000 leading French companies and a directory for the Nouvel Economiste. 

Following the success of these early initiatives, Conception Editoriale has since produced a whole range of editorial data for the French press, including the following examples: 

· The 500 richest French corporate shareholders, for Challenges

· The top 6000 French companies, for L’Usine Nouvelle

· A list of successful company heads, for Challenges

· Regional corporate shareholder fortunes, for the Nouvel Observateur

· The top 7000 construction companies, for Le Moniteur

· The top 200 publishers, for Livres Hebdo

· The top 50 shopping sites, for E-commerce Magazine

· The top 100 survey institutes, for Marketing Magazine

· The top 200 communications groups for Stratégies

· The top 3000 exporters, for le Moci 

…

In addition, Conception Editoriale also produces data banks for outside organisations, very often derived from lists and guides produced for the media. These data banks include the following: 

· Industrial Directory (16,400 company leaders, 3170 companies)

· Biotechnological Directory (500 research centres, 1500 companies)

· Brands Directory (3800 brands, 1200 companies)

· Directory of Insurance Companies

· Classification of French Wines and Estates (1010 estates and 5327 wines) 

· Directory of Recruiting Agencies

· Company succession and development

…

Thus Conception Editoriales particular expertise lies in creating and developing vertical data banks for the production of lists and guides.

Conception Editoriale is therefore the ideal partner for the design and processing of data banks of companies in the Server Group.

THE EUROPEAN JUDICIAL SERVER

artprice.com has just taken over the editorial activities of the Judicial Server, which since 1993 has been the French number one producer of data banks of judicial sales by auction from official valuers, lawyers, bailiffs and the Ministry of Finance, with some thirty Télétel data banks including 3617 VAE. Among other things, the Judicial Server has federated over 515 judicial and legal announcement journals.

The Judicial Server, thanks to its unique experience with different forms of legal and judicial announcements, arranged in the form of data banks, has gone from a jurists’ consultancy to the progressive acquisition of the know-how required to design in its entirety a complete range of industrial processes and services, which today means gathering, processing and enhancing vast data flows. As a result of its years of experience, the Judicial Server is now a major player in the field of legal and judicial data banks. 

1. The data banks of the Judicial Server include the following:

· Comprehensive inventory of compulsory liquidations and attachment orders

· Detailed specifications in respect of judicial property sales

· The results of adjudications in respect of judicial property sales

· Lists and details of voluntary or judicial vehicle sales

· Details of current and catalogue auction room sales

· Estate sales, real property and chattels

· General information and legislation

For artprice.com, confirmation on 18 July 2001 of the cabinet’s examination of the decree concerning the reform of voluntary sales by public auction was “a decisive step which will enable France to regain her position as world leader of the art market within the next two or three years”. By virtue of the same law (10/07/2000), the official valuers keep their monopoly of judicial sales, thus ensuring the long-term future of the Judicial Server.

This acquisition was made from the Jet Multimédia Group, (S.M.5345) so as to enable artprice.com to extend its leading position to include judicial sales (it should be said that Thierry Ehrmann, Chairman of the Server Group and artprice.com, also founded the Judicial Server, in 1993).

This operation was part of the refocusing of the core business of the two groups: hosting for Jet Multimédia in which artprice.com has indicated its renewed confidence by hosting its Télétel data banks; and the editorial extension for artprice.com to include European judicial sales. 

artprice.com has provided the Judicial Server with the means to rapidly regain (in just a few months) its previous turnover by increasing the content derived from collecting all of the results of public sales and its distribution at international level via its editorial Internet facility.

artprice.com’s leading position on the international art market together with its increasingly closer relations (eSA3*) with the 2900 international auction houses will in the long term make it possible to develop the results of the Judicial Server on a recurrent and long-lasting European market (the European judicial sales market is worth 1800 million euros).

2. The Judicial Server produces among other things one of the most comprehensive economic data banks on the market, providing on-line access to 2,700,000 companies for consultation and information by fax for each company including:

· Company details (date established, capital, legal status, list of directors, activities, logo, etc.)

· Financial situation (balance sheets, current ratios, etc.)

· Collective procedures

· Subsidiaries, holdings and shareholders

CyclOpe

The Server group holds a 10% stake in CyclOpe publisher of specialized information on international commodities markets. 

Conducted by Philippe Chalmin, economist, advisor at EULER-SFAC, professor of economics at Paris Dauphine University, CyclOpe publishes since 1985 the yearly CyclOpe international market report on commodities which is an essential reference book  for market players.

Published in both French and English, the CyclOpe market report includes analyses produced by over 40 economists, researchers and professors specialized in commodities global markets covering strategic markets like food, agriculture, energy, transportation, iron, copper, industrial raw materials or financial markets.

Besides CyclOpe publishes a monthly market  report for the CyclOpe members.

Initially a sponsor, the Server group is now a representative shareholder and intends to take an active role in developing CyclOpe data banks on the Internet in order to create the first information agency specialised in commodities markets.

By making CyclOpe editorial and data content available on the Internet, the Server group confirms its global strategy of publishing information data banks on the three major world markets: financial, commodities and art markets.

The art market, analysed every year in the CyclOpe report, is covered by Artprice,  a subsidiary of the Server group with group Bernard Arnault being a significant shareholder through Agafin.

Company profile updates on : www.servergroup.com
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